
 EXPECTATIONS AND SEQUENCING SUPPORTS

Updated 12/2025

ZooTampa has teamed up with the Center for Autism and Related Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide 
support and assistance to optimize the potential of people who are neurodiverse.  We also recognize Autism Shifts, The Learning 

Academy, Autism Speaks, and the Diversity Action Coalition and applaud their efforts to promote inclusive experiences. 



Sensory Key
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see this. I can 
wear sunglasses or cover my eyes.

There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear headphones 
or cover my ears if it gets too loud.

When I see this, there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth if I do not 
want to. 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose with 
something that smells good.

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable touching when I 
see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to. 





Christmas in the Wild evening event has different expectations 
than visiting the zoo during the day.

WHAT TO EXPECT:

q Lights
q Blinking lights
q Strobe lights
q Dark
q Loud music
q Loud sounds
q Adult actors dressed up in costumes
q Not all rides are available
q Water fountains are turned off



Creatures of the Night evening event has different 
expectations than visiting the zoo during the day.



Night Events at the Zoo Expectations

q When we arrive at ZooTampa it will 
be dark.  

q We might have a longer than usual 
walk to the front gate.

q When we walk into the Zoo, there 
will be lights, fake snow, and 
Christmas themed music.

q We can check out a Distract Pack at 
Guest Services Booth if we sensory 
supports.

. 





SEQUENCING MAP



Being Safe During 
Christmas in the Wild

A lot of people like to enjoy the Zoo. Somedays the Zoo is crowded. 
When the Zoo is busy, there might be people already looking at the 
lights. That is okay. We can wait patiently for our turn, or we can go 
see other lights and come back later.

• I will use our walking feet in the Zoo.

• I will keep my feet on the ground. I will not climb on any 
railings or exhibits.

• I will keep my hands to myself. I will NOT touch the animals 
unless an employee says it is okay.

• I will be respectful to the animals. I will not yell or make loud 
noises.



Stilt Walkers Dancers





There is a lot of excited friends waiting to see Santa.

• I will wait our turn to meet Santa. The Zoo team member or elf will let 
me know when we can walk towards Santa.

• I can not use my purple wristband to go to the front of the line.

• I have a choice to wait online and meet Santa.

• I also can play games or write a letter to Santa.

North Pole Lane



Santa
Due to the limited time of the event, we are unable to 

use purple wristbands for this line for Santa.  We do 
have games and letters to Santa in the area to engage 

families.

Santa's Elves

Tree Angel

What Can I See in North Pole Lane?



Game Tic Tac Snow

Bag of Cole Toss

What Can I Do In North Pole Village?

Yule a Hoops



Write a letter to Santa 

What Can I Do When I am Waiting to See 
Santa

Send it to the North Pole
Decorate Cookies with Mrs. Claus 

(see map for times) 



Stilt walkersRandolph Puppet



Characters

Dancers







Africa Realm

Light up animal statues

Carolers





Stilt Walkers

Violinist 





Characters



There is an archway of lights you pass under to enter and 
exit the Caribbean Christmas area

The Hymn-Prov show has colored lights and singing with 
audience participation

Christmas lights along 
the walkways



Leaving the 
Zoo
The adult or group I am with will 
decide what to do after the rides. 
We might keep exploring the Zoo, 
or we might get ready to leave.

When it is time to go home, we 
will walk to the car.

I had a good day at ZooTampa. I 
can come back and visit again 
another day.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Being Safe During Christmas in the Wild
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: North Pole Lane
	Slide 13: What Can I See in North Pole Lane?
	Slide 14: What Can I Do In North Pole Village?
	Slide 15: What Can I Do When I am Waiting to See Santa
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18:  
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Africa Realm
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Leaving the Zoo
	Slide 27

