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Inspiring Tomorrow’s 
Future Wildlife Leaders &
Empowering Communities
ZooTampa at Lowry Park is a nonprofit organization committed to the protection 
and conservation of wildlife. Through unparalleled habitats, innovative educational 
programs, and hands-on field initiatives, we are creating a community of hopeful, 
action-driven conservationists, fueled by our dedication to taking action to 
protect and preserve wildlife. 

With the support of our board of trustees, donors, members, community leaders, and 

the hard work of our team and volunteers, ZooTampa had numerous accomplishments 

in 2022 that benefited the species entrusted to our care at the Zoo and their 

counterparts around the world. 

Behind each of these milestones are the many stories of the animals and individuals 

who were impacted by our unwavering dedication to our mission of conservation.

Joseph A. Couceiro
President & CEO
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Manatees are a treasured key species for the state of Florida and 
ZooTampa is an international resource for manatee care. For 
nearly three decades, we have been at the forefront of emergency 
situations aimed to intervene, triage and save critically injured, sick 
and orphaned manatees with the goal of returning each one of this 
threatened species to its native waters. 

The David A. Straz, Jr. Manatee Critical Care Center was the first 
non-profit acute critical care center in the world and one of just four 
federally permitted manatee rehabilitation facilities in the state of 
Florida. It is also one of only two facilities able to take in and care 
for orphaned calves. Our stranding team is on call 24/7, ready to 
respond to save these iconic animals.

17 Manatees

REHABILITATED

FLORIDA

CONSERVATION EFFORTS

SAVING THE MANATEES

11 Manatees

Back to Florida waters
RELEASED
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Assisted the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission with 16 rescues, 
transports, and verifications

Facilitated the transportation of manatees to critical care facilities, necropsy 
laboratories, and aided in carcass recovery

Helped with operations on the East coast during the winter Unusual Mortality Event 
(UME) by verifying animals in the wild to determine if rescue was needed

Participated in outreach events throughout the Tampa Bay area to educate residents 
about co-exiting with manatees; events included Ecofest, Hillsborough County’s 
Environmental Protection Commission’s Clear Air Fair, and Blue-Green Connections

Cared and raised four orphaned manatee calves

In 2022, the Manatee Rescue Team also accomplished the following:

of guests polled are 
aware of efforts to
protect manatees
*(Morey Group, Spring 2022)

85%

ZooTampa leaders are active members of
the MRP and its many committees.
The Manatee Rescue & Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP) is a 
cooperative group of non-profit, private, state and federal entities 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, release, and monitoring of 
manatees.
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MAJOR MANATEE REHABILITATION SUCCESSES
STORIES OF INSPIRATION AND HOPE FOR THIS ICONIC SPECIES

FLORIDA CONSERVATION EFFORTS

Flapjack

Bellissima 

Arrived: Rescued from Weeki Wachee River  

Condition: Non-responsive,  severely emaciated weighing at 225 pounds and was not expected to survive 

Care: He was tube fed fluids and nutrients up to three times a day for months until he had gained 
enough weight and was strong enough to eat on his own.

Released: After 11 months of rehabilitation and daily care.

Arrived: Rescued from Lee County on Beautiful Island in the Caloosahatchee River where she was found 

stranded. 

Condition: When Bellissima first arrived her condition was dire. She was emaciated and had severe 
wounds to her body and flippers from exposure. She weighed just 750 pounds but should have been over 
1,000 pounds.  

Care: Daily critical care including wound care and hydrotherapy for almost four months. 

Released: After a year-long rehabilitation journey.
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Partnership with the 
Florida Wildlife Corridor 
Foundation (FWCF) 

The FWCF champions initiatives that connect, 

protect and restore the Florida Wildlife Corridor 

and educates residents on the importance of 

preserving our state’s ecosystems and diverse 

wildlife.

ZooTampa hosted the feature short film Home 

Waters which documents the journey of 3 teens 

from the Rainbow River headspring, down the 

Withlacoochee River, and out into the Gulf to 

explore our vital connection to the corridor and 

each other. 

Florida Wildlife Corridor 
Foundation ignites the vision 
of a permanently connected 
corridor and develops 
partner collaborations and 
programming to protect the 
most at-risk areas within the 
corridor that are likely to be 
developed by 2030.  

Guests came to enjoy the special event, 

which also featured a panel discussion 

with National Geographic photographer and 

filmmaker Jenny Adler, the teen expedition 

team, FWCF Chief Conservation Officer Jason 

Lauritsen, and fStop Foundation founder 

William Freund. 

After the event, guests engaged with remote 

wildlife camera technology used by fStop 

Foundation during the expedition and then 

toured ZooTampa’s recently renovated Florida 

Wilds to see corridor indigenous wildlife up-

close.  

Additionally, ZooTampa’s Director of 

Conservation attended the Florida Wildlife 

Corridor Foundation’s Summit featuring a 

discussion with leaders from the business 

and conservation community on solutions to 

balance Florida’s growth while protecting the 

remaining half million acres of the Corridor.
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RED WOLVES ARE CONSIDERED 

THE MOST ENDANGERED
CANID IN THE WORLD.

243 in managed care throughout the U.S.
with intent to increase wild populations

are in the Species
Survival Program (SSP)20

Red Wolves
remain in
the wild

In the recent breeding season, 6 pups were born in the wild 
and 7 adults and 3 sub-adults were released back into 
the wild by the US Fish and Wildlife Services.  
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INCREASED THE POPULATION OF THE 
RED WOLF RECOVERY PROGRAM

Expanded our space by adding an additional habitat for a breeding pair 

(Sumac and Nymeria) that resulted in the birth of four pups.

These first-time parents contributed significantly to the Species Survival 

Plan by having three female pups named Magnolia, Mulberry, Willow, and 

one male pup Ghost.

Red wolf pair, Hemlock and Boca, were released in North Carolina. Boca was 

born at ZooTampa in 2018.

HOW IS ZOOTAMPA 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE?
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Florida Wilds

EXPANSION
As a leader in the care and conservation of Florida wildlife, 
ZooTampa has been at the forefront of connecting 
residents and visitors with the diverse native species 
that live in the Sunshine State.  

The revamped Florida Wilds area features more spacious habitats and is home 

to many rescued animals, including three endangered panthers and three 

black bears deemed non-releasable, who serve as conservation ambassadors 

for their species. Our daily chats with animal experts educate guests of all 

ages on how they can join ZooTampa in its mission to protect and preserve 

wildlife and wild places for future generations to enjoy.  

FLORIDA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS
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FLORIDA
WILDLIFE

CROSSINGS
ZooTampa’s Florida Animal Care team had their first initial meeting with 

fStop/FDOT for a field visit to a Wildlife crossing, SR29 Pistol Pond Wildlife 

Crossing, located between Florida Panther National Wildlife Reserve & 

Big Cypress National Preserve.  

In the next few years, the Florida team will train on the wildlife crossing 

cameras between Tampa and Lakeland.   

When we build roads, we raise an obstacle between one part of 
a habitat and another. Unfortunately, animals don’t understand 
the dangers associated with roads and traffic. 

Wildlife crossings are tunnels and bridges built around, above and below highways 
and major traffic areas for animals to safely utilize. In addition, underpasses offer 
a way for wildlife that fear bridges to cross under the road safely. They have the 
potential to reduce motor vehicle collisions with wildlife, reducing the likelihood of 

injuries and mortalities to humans and wildlife. 

WHAT IS A WILDLIFE CROSSING?
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Striped newts face a variety of threats due to habitat loss, climate 

change and disease by supporting breeding and altering hydrology 

of breeding ponds will benefit this imperiled amphibian during 

drought.

The reintroduction efforts for the striped newt are only the beginning 

of building a healthy sustainable population. The goal is to help the 

striped newt once again become a thriving species in the southern 

U.S. and continue to play a vital role in our ecosystem. 

3 striped newt populations

remain in the wild

Classified as a

by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission
THREATENED SPECIES

STRIPED NEWTS

ARE ONE OF THE RAREST AMPHIBIAN SPECIES
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remain in the wild

17 into the Apalachicola National Forest
in partership with Coastal Plains Institute

striped newt larve

RELEASED

INCREASED STRIPED NEWT 
POPULATIONS THROUGH THE STRIPED
NEWT REPATRIATION PROGRAM 

As part of ZooTampa’s mission to protect and preserve wildlife and the 
natural world, the Zoo’s Herps & Aquatics team is one of several partners 
participating in the breeding of striped newts for the Coastal Plains 
Institute’s striped newt repatriation project. 

HOW IS ZOOTAMPA 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE?
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Eastern indigo snakes are one of the largest North American 
snakes and are found primarily throughout the peninsula of Florida 
into parts of southern Georgia, Alabama, and a small portion of 
southeast Mississippi.   The population is affected by habitat loss, 
habitat fragmentation, and the decline of gopher tortoise burrows 
where they live.

EASTERN INDIGO SNAKES

ARE LISTED AS THREATENED UNDER
THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

Indigo Snakes

lose more than 5% 
of their habitat each 
year in Florida

*(Kendrick and Mengak 2010)
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Through a shared partnership, ZooTampa works with the Orianne Center 
for Indigo Conservation (OCIC) and other conservation organizations with 
the goal of increasing the eastern indigo snake population. 

In recent years, the Zoo expanded the eastern indigo snakes’ behind-the-
scenes habitat to encourage breeding behavior for this imperiled species.  

In December 2022, we received a recommended breeding pair of indigo 
snakes in hopes to support the breeding and release programs for Indigo 
snakes in the future.

Dr. James Bogan, Director of OCIC presented at our Speakers of the Wild 
special event discussing the mission to re-establish this threatened 
species into its former range.

This year ZooTampa hosted the Florida Association of Zoos and Aquarium 
Conservation Committee general meeting to learn, discuss, and take 
critical collaborative steps to support conservation.

HOW IS ZOOTAMPA 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE?
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ZooTampa partners with and financially supports 
conservation projects around the world to ensure 
the wild counterparts of the animals we have at 
the Zoo are protected in their native habitats.

GLOBAL  
CONSERVATION

EFFORTS

ZOOTAMPA CONSERVATION IMPACT REPORT | GLOBAL CONSERVATION EFFORTS  PAGE 16



Working closely with our Manatee Rescue & 
Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP); ZooTampa’s 
Curator of Florida and Manatees, traveled to Puerto 
Rico to give a rescued manatee calf a chance at 
life. Joining up with the El Centro de Conservación 
de Manatíes del Caribe, ZooTampa was able to 
share its more than 30 years of experience. 

The two-month-old orphaned calf named Nanichi, 
successfully took a bottle and is on her journey of 
rehabilitation and eventual release back into the 
wild. 

Manatee photos and video taken by 
ZooTampa under USFWS Permit No. 
MA90101C and under the authority of 
USFWS MA69720D & PRDNER-CSN 
LOA 2020-2025 permits.

Puerto Rican
Manatee Rescue

CARIBBEAN
CONSERVATION EFFORTS
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Macaw Recovery
Network (MRN) 

CENTRAL AMERICA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS

• ZooTampa has established a vital conservation partnership with the Macaw 
Recovery Network (MRN) who works primarily with scarlet macaws, great 
green macaws, and yellow-naped parrots.

• These endangered birds are facing a rapid decline in the wild due to 
deforestation and poaching for the pet trade. 

• This Costa Rican nonprofit focuses on integrating communities into long 
term solutions by empowering kids and adults in habitat protection and by 
involving local landowners in reforestation efforts. 

• Additionally, the MRN works on restoring neotropical parrot populations 
through habitat renewal, nest monitoring, and captive breeding and release 
programs.  
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- Sue Pasquine | Curator of Behavior/Ambassadors

“To feel that our knowledge and what we do here 
can directly impact their organization and, in 
turn, the reintroduction of macaws to the wild is 
incredible!”

In the fall, two ZooTampa Animal Care team members traveled to Costa Rica 
to exchange skills and expertise with the MRN staff, further our knowledge 
of macaw populations in the wild, and collaborate on initiatives to conserve 
these amazing birds.

The MRN’s Executive Director, Sam Williams, Ph.D. visited the Zoo to 
spend time with the team and learn about our efforts here at ZooTampa 
and also talk about the critical work they are doing in Costa Rica. 

CENTRAL AMERICA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS
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Black Caiman
Research
Through our support of CrocFest, ZooTampa contributed to the systemic 
evaluation of the conservation status of wild black caiman populations 
in the wild. The fieldwork included the use of drones (when needed in 
areas where access on foot or by boat is impossible) to collect data on 
environmental conditions, habitat, potential nesting areas (essential 
habitats), and behaviors. Additonally the team conducted training with 
local stakeholders (young researchers, students, indigenous people and 
government staff) to evaluate current information about the species 
and define conservation priorities for each region/country.

SOUTH AMERICA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS
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KOALA
The Koala Photo Encounter presented by the Yob 
Family Foundation, provides financial support to 
Currumbin Wildlife Hospital; which is one of the 
busiest wildlife hospitals in the world. Its mission is 
to treat, rehabilitate and release Australian wildlife. 

AUSTRALIA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS

CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE HOSPITAL

TREATS OVER 600 WILD
KOALAS EVERY YEAR
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This year, Jamartin Sihite, the CEO of The Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation, 
visited ZooTampa for the first time. He spent the day with the Primate team 
and gave a presentation to the Zoo team about the work they are doing to fight 
extinction and conserve orangutans and their habitats in sites all across Borneo.  

the Bornean orangutan population

has declined 80% in
the last 50 years.

ASIA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS
THE BORNEO ORANGUTAN  
SURVIVALFOUNDATION
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BOWLING FOR RHINOS
ZooTampa’s team members participated in Bowling for Rhinos Fundraiser through the 

American Association of Zoo Keepers (AAZK) which provides Animal Care professionals with 

an avenue to raise funds and awareness for rhino and habitat conservation. Over $300,000.00 

was raised by all AAZK chapters in 2022 and donated to Lewa Wildlife Conservancy and 

International Rhino Foundation.

The Zoo has successfully supported conservation efforts in Africa by applying resources and expertise to support vital 
projects from penguin hatches to bongo babies which contribute to the growth and protection of many species. Our 
elephant program continues to assist with conservation efforts through our participation in key research projects. 

AFRICA
CONSERVATION EFFORTS

the Southern White Rhino is

classified as 
near threatened
making them the only one of the five rhino 
species that are not endangered
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VULPRO
Vultures play an important ecological component in the natural environment by 

cleaning up dead carcasses and decreasing the spread of some diseases. This 

year we supported Vulpro’s African White-backed and Cape Vulture breeding 

monitoring program which provides critical information and knowledge needed 

to monitor on breeding pairs in the wild. 

some vulture populations have

declined by over 90% 
in the past 30 years.
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EHRA cultivates an extensive approach to desert elephant conservation in Namibia, Africa. 

They apply practical solutions to conflict-affected areas through several initiatives such 

as; waterpoint conservation on local farms, vehicle-based patrols to track and monitor 

the elephants, and community development and upliftment to help promote a positive 

relationship between elephants and humans in Namibia. 

The Zoo’s Sr. Vice President of Animal Health, Conservation & 
Education, Cynthia Stringfield recently visited and has begun 
collaborating with Elephant-Human Relationship Aid (EHRA) 
paving a way for our newest partnership. 

ELEPHANT-HUMAN
RELATIONSHIP AID 
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SAVING ANIMALS FROM 
EXTINCTION PROGRAMS  
Saving Animals from Extinction (SAFE) focuses the collective 

expertise within AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums and 

leverages their massive audiences to save species that are 

at risk of extinction and need our help.

8 SAFEZooTampa
participates in species

programs

ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS

AZA CONSERVATION
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SAVING ANIMALS FROM 
EXTINCTION PROGRAMS  

SAFE

SPECIES
SURVIVAL PLAN (SSP)
As an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), ZooTampa 

participates in 114 Species Survival Programs that help ensure the long-term sustainability 

of vulnerable, threatened, and endangered species.

WILDLIFE 
TRAFFICKING ALLIANCE
ZooTampa is a Participating Partner with the Wildlife Trafficking Alliance (WTA), a coalition 

of more than 80 leading companies, non-profit organizations, and AZA-accredited zoos 

and aquariums working together to reduce, and eventually eliminate, the illegal trade of 

wildlife and wildlife products. 

114ZooTampa
participates in

species
survival
programs
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ZOOTAMPA RESEARCH AND

COLLABORATIONS

Research conducted at the Zoo spans a wide range of areas and 

disciplines, behavior, conservation, evolutionary biology, and veterinary 

medicine.  

Through our work with universities, interns, and our partners, the Zoo has 

a unique opportunity to advance animal care and conservation efforts 

through research and collaborations.  

Wild Where We Live: Connecting Families to Nature, Knology, Rebecca Joy Norelendar

Emotional Connections towards Manatees and Intent to Engage in Conservation Behavior 
Change, Crystal Emanuelson

Development of a Body Condition Index in Zoo-managed Male African Elephants (Loxodonta 
africana) Validated by Metabolic Hormones, Kari A Morfeld, PhD/ Mackenzie Hyland, For 
Elephants, Inc.

Application of Assisted Reproductive Techniques to Build Sustainable Rhino Populations in 
Managed Care, Monica Stooops

Developing a non-invasive (fecal DNA) genotyping tool from genomes for the critically 
endangered eastern bongo (Tragelaphus eurycerus isaaci), Budhan Pukazhenthi, 
Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute

How African penguin behavior is affected by guest engagement encounters, Olivia Gossler

Impact of Guest Encounters on Indian Rhino Behavior, Molly Peti

Investigating the Pathobiomes of Two-Fingered Sloths in Captivity, Kenny Coogan

Florida Wilds Corridor Interpretation Evaluation, Kerry Gray

Manatee Tunnel Timing and tracking, Kerry Gray

Impact of Animal’s Names and Background Information on Guest’s Conservation Behavior, 
Davyn Nance

40
PARTICIPATED IN OVER

RESEARCH

PROJECTS
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RESEARCH

All of our 6 African elephants have 

voluntarily participated in a cooperation 

research study conducted at the Zoo which 

has helped measure elephant behavior.  In 

this particular study, the Zoo partnered with 

Eckerd college to determine if elephants 

could work together in pairs to achieve a 

common goal.  The results showed that the 

elephant herd at ZooTampa did, in fact, 

learn to cooperate with one another so 

both would benefit. 

Evaluation of plasma D-dimer concentration 

in juvenile Asian (Elephas maximus) and 

African elephants (Loxodonta africana) 

with and without elephant endotheliotropic 

herpesvirus hemorrhagic disease, Marjorie 

ELEPHANT RESEARCH
Bercier, Comparative Coagulation Laboratory 

at Cornell University: The Zoo is committed 

to preserving African elephants – both in 

human care and in the wild. The Zoo actively 

collaborates with many organizations to 

find a cure for the elephant endotheliotropic 

herpesvirus (EEHV). 

ZooTampa’s elephant herd has been actively 

contributing regular blood samples for 

research efforts that will help create a vaccine 

and save sick elephants worldwide.  

“Letting the zoo guests see this research happening could help 
them understand the reason the animals are endangered or 
threatened in their environments. The more people understand, 
the more people tend to want to care for them.”

- Dr. Lauren Highfill, Professor of Psychology and Animal Studies at Eckerd College
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Making a positive impact for

WILDLIFE
ZooTampa believes in the power of education both for 
our guests and as part of our Zoo School efforts. All of 
our guest engagement programs add additional value 
to our guests’ experience each day and are a vital part 
of the Zoo’s efforts to inspire everyone to take action to 
protect and preserve wildlife.  

IN-PARK EDUCATION

ONE MILLION
meaningful interactions with guests

Our volunteers and team members had more than
11

This interaction includes our volunteers or Guest Engagement 
Ambassadors that roam the Zoo and are positioned at 11 
conservation stations representing ZooTampa’s conservation 
priorities which include: sustainable palm oil, sustainable seafood, 
education of single-use plastics, and the illegal wildlife trade. Our 
volunteers and interns play a vital role and are an integral part of 
the Zoo’s mission to educate our guests. 

conservation 
stations
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ZooTampa offers a full-time early learning center called Zoo School, monthly Toddler 

Tuesday events, and community-based programs focused on empathy-based learning, 

that supports a child’s appreciation of the natural world, which is the first step in 

conservation. These programs collectively reached over 3,000  caregivers and early 

learners in Tampa Bay. 

EMPATHY-BASED
LEARNING

600k
guests said they 

learned ways
to help protect 
wildlife during 
their visit

*(Morey Group, Spring 2022)
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RECYCLING AND

GREEN INITIATIVES
Reducing waste to save

WILDLIFE
At ZooTampa, we work hard to make our operations 
environmentally friendly to ensure we’re doing our 
part to save animals the wild.  

Current priority initiatives include intensive recycling and 

composting programs, and a comprehensive approach to minimizing 

nonrecyclable plastic drinking cups-use throughout the Zoo 

operations.  

A recycling bin always accompanies a trash bin. This makes it easy 

and convenient for guests to recycle plastic bottles and aluminum 

cans. Other items like cardboard, batteries, electronics, plastic 

bags, and light bulbs are also recycled rather than thrown into the 

trash. 

At the Zoo, we strive to inspire others to make small incremental 

changes in their own lives to make the world a better place.  

Through our conservation partnerships, ZooTampa, Ball Corporation and Coke 

replaced all of the Zoo’s nonrecyclable plastic drinking cups with infinitely 

recyclable aluminum cups that ultimately benefits the environment. 

REPLACING PLASTICS
FOR RECYCLABLE ALUMINUM
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18  k OF E-WASTE

RECYCLED
pounds

11 k OF HOLIDAY LIGHTS

RECYCLED
pounds
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The Zoo participated in the Litter Buster Clean Up led by the Old Seminole Heights 

Neighborhood Association and hosted by Tampa Mayor Jane Castor. Community members 

came out to clean up and help supports healthy waterways for the people and animals 

that share the ecosystem.

RIVER CLEAN UP

In 2022, The Zoo collaborated with our community partner, 

Tampa Electric upgrading more than 100 light fixtures to 

energy-efficient LED lighting technology in our main parking 

lot to support our green initiatives which resulted in an annual 

savings of more than $1,500/year. 

UPGRADING TO LED

LIGHT FIXTURES
TO ENERGY EFFICIENT

LED LIGHTING

UPGRADED OVER
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CONSERVATION & RESEARCH PARTNERS

Marj
McEntyre



WE THANK YOU
At ZooTampa, we are committed to ensuring the animals in our 
care are protected in the wild. Supporting wildlife conservation 
and projects around the world helps us achieve this strategic 
objective.
The greatness of these accomplishments lies in the people who work tirelessly to 

ensure that we make a brighter future for wildlife conservation. With this report, 

we look back with pride at our accomplishments and with gratitude in our hearts 

to everyone who helped make this all possible, including dedicated supporters 

and friends of ZooTampa like you. Thank you!


