
VISITING THE

GIRAFFE

FEEDING

STATION



Sensory Key 
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see 

this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

 

 There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear 

headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

  

 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth 

if I do not want to.  

  

 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose 

with something that smells good. 

   

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable 

touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to.  

  

 



We are going to visit 

the Giraffe Feeding 

Station  

The Giraffe Feeding Station is in Safari 

Africa. We can get there by following 

the map and signs. At the Giraffe 

Feeding Station we can look at the 

giraffes. We might even feed the 

giraffes.  



Walking through Safari 

Africa, we will see a sign 

in the shape of a giraffe. 

We will walk up the ramp 

labeled “enter” to get to 

the feeding station .  



At the Giraffe Feeding Station, we can get food 

to feed the giraffes. This costs extra money. 

Maybe we will feed the giraffes today. Maybe 

we will feed the giraffes another day.  

The giraffes are fed 

lettuce.  



Just like us, the giraffes are 

not always hungry. 

Sometimes they will be 

waiting to eat at the 

platform. Other times, they 

will be out in their yard. If 

they are not eating, that is 

okay. We can look at them in 

their habitat or come back a 

different time when they are 

hungry. 



I will hold out the piece of lettuce for the giraffe to take. I might feel the giraffe’s lips 

or tongue touch our hand. It is okay. The giraffe is just trying to take the lettuce. I will 

not pet the giraffes. If I get nervous, I can always take a step back. 



When I am done feeding the giraffes, I will use the 

hand sanitizer by the gate. If I  want to wash my 

hands instead, I can go to the restroom by the 

Savanna Marketplace Eatery.  



We will follow the exit 

sign to the ramp. We 

will walk down the ramp 

and continue the rest of 

our day at ZooTampa at 

Lowry Park.  



ZooTampa at Lowry Park has teamed up with the Center For Autism & Related 

Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide support and assistance with 

the goal of optimizing the potential of people with autism and related disabilities. 

Please utilize the resources provided to properly plan for your visit to ZooTampa at 

Lowry Park. 



 

visiting

lorikeet

landing



Sensory Key 
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see 

this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

 

 There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear 

headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

  

 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth 

if I do not want to.  

  

 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose 

with something that smells good. 

   

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable 

touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to.  
  

 



We are going to visit 

Lorikeet Landing 

Lorikeet Landing is between Asian 

Gardens and Primate World. We 

can get there by following the 

map and signs. In Lorikeet 

Landing, we will get to see the 

lorikeets. Maybe we will feed the 

lorikeets. 



When we get to Lorikeet Landing, we will walk through the gift shop to the 

aviary. If we have food or drinks, we will leave them outside.   



In the gift shop we can get food to feed the 

lorikeets. This costs extra money. Maybe we 

will feed the lorikeets today. Maybe we will 

feed the lorikeets another day.  

If we do feed the lorikeets, we will be given a 

small metal cup filled with nectar. Sometimes 

the cup is sticky. We can wash our hands 

when we are finished.  



If we see a sign on the door that says “feeding time is on”, we are able to 

feed the lorikeets. Other times, we will see a sign that says “the birds are 

temporarily NOT EATING, but please come in”. When this sign is up, we 

are not able to feed the lorikeets. That is okay. We will still get to see the 

lorikeets.  



Lorikeet Landing is a free flight aviary. The birds are able to fly throughout the habitat. I can 

always exit if I am uncomfortable. We will see birds in the trees, on the ground, and even 

flying above us. The birds may make louds sounds. I can cover my ears if I do not like the 

sounds. I will stay on the sidewalk. 



If I am feeding, I will make a fist around the small cup. This makes it 

easier for the lorikeets to feed. I will not pinch the cup between my 

fingers.  



I will wait patiently for the lorikeets. I will 

not chase the lorikeets. The lorikeets will 

come to me and sit on my hand, arm, or 

shoulder while they drink the nectar. I will 

stay still while the birds feed. 



More than one lorikeet may land 

on me. The lorikeets might land on 

my head. Both are okay. If I stay still 

they will fly away. Just like us, they 

can get excited about their food. If I  

start to get nervous, I can always 

use my walking feet to exit and go 

to another area of the Zoo.  



When I am done, I will go to the hand 

wash station. There might be a line. 

When it is my turn, I will wash my hands. 

I will return the metal cup in the gift 

shop. 



When it is time to leave, we will go 

to the door with the “exit” sign.  I 

will shut the door behind me and 

not hold it open. Maybe we will 

look at the gift shop or maybe we 

will wait for a different day. We will 

go through the second gift shop 

door and continue our visit of 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



ZooTampa at Lowry Park has teamed up with the Center For Autism & Related 

Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide support and assistance 

with the goal of optimizing the potential of people with autism and related 

disabilities. Please utilize the resources provided to properly plan for your visit to 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



VISITING

STINGRAY BAY



Sensory Key 
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see 

this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

 

 There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear 

headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

  

 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth 

if I do not want to.  

  

 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose 

with something that smells good. 

   

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable 

touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to.  
  

 



Stingray Bay is on the Florida 

Boardwalk. We can get there by 

following the map and signs. At 

Stingray Bay we can touch the 

stingrays. Maybe we will even feed 

the stingrays.  

We are going to visit 

Stingray Bay 



When we get to Stingray Bay, we will walk 

through the gift shop to the stingray pool. If we 

have food or drinks, we will leave them 

outside. 

In the gift shop 

we can get food 

to feed the 

stingrays. This 

costs extra 

money. Maybe we 

will feed the 

stingrays today. 

Maybe we will 

feed the stingrays 

another day.  

Sometimes the stingrays are full and 

we can’t feed them. That is okay. We 

will still get to see and touch them. 



Stingrays splash when they swim. I might get 

wet. If I don’t want to get wet, I can take a 

step back from the habitat. 

If I want to touch the stingrays, I will use two fingers 

and only touch their wings. The signs will show me 

how to touch. I will be very gentle.  

Touching the 

Stingrays 



The stingrays might swim past us. I will wait patiently for a stingray to come to me. 

Sometimes I will wait a long time, and sometimes I will wait a short time. 

When a stingray comes close to me, I will use my two 

fingers to gently touch on their wings. Their skin will 

feel soft and slimy. It will feel different than my skin. 



When I am finished touching, I will go to the hand wash 

station. There might be a line. When it is my turn, I will 

wash my hands.  



When it is time to leave, we will 

go to the door with the “exit” 

sign.  Maybe we will look at the 

gift shop or maybe we will wait 

for a different day. We will go 

through the second gift shop 

exit and continue our visit of 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



Feeding the Stingrays 

If the stingrays are hungry 

and I want to feed them, 

we can buy stingray food. 

After buying the stingray 

food, I will bring it over to 

the pool. Signs will show 

me the steps for feeding. 



Just like us, stingrays like to eat more than one 

type of food. Somedays they will have fish, and 

other days they will have shrimp. The food will 

come in a tray. 

Fish and shrimp 

have a strong 

smell. I can 

pinch my nose 

and breathe 

through my 

mouth if I do 

not like the 

smell.  



I will place the 

shrimp or fish 

between my 

fingers. I will 

then place my 

hand flat on 

the bottom of 

the pool. 

Step 1 Step 2 



The stingrays will swim over my hand. I will feel them take the fish or 

shrimp. It might feel like a vacuum cleaner. I will stay still while the 

stingrays eat.  



When I am finished feeding and touching, I will go to the 

hand wash station. There might be a line. When it is my 

turn, I will wash my hands.  



When it is time to leave, we will 

go to the door with the “exit” 

sign. Maybe we will look at the 

gift shop or maybe we will wait 

for a different day. We will go 

through the second gift shop 

exit and continue our visit of 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



ZooTampa at Lowry Park has teamed up with the Center For Autism & Related 

Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide support and assistance 

with the goal of optimizing the potential of people with autism and related 

disabilities. Please utilize the resources provided to properly plan for your visit 

to ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



Visiting the

Petting Zoo



Sensory Key 
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see 

this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

 

 There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear 

headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

  

 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth 

if I do not want to.  

  

 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose 

with something that smells good. 

   

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable 

touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to.  
  



We are going to visit the 

Petting Zoo 

The Petting Zoo is in Wallaroo Station. 

We can get there by following the map 

and signs. In the Petting Zoo, we will get 

to see and pet the goats. We might even 

feed the goats. 



en 

When we see the sign for the Pe�ng Zoo, we will go 

to the gate on the right with the “entrance” sign. An 

employee will tell us when it is okay to open the gate.  

Pe�ng the Goats 



After we go through the 

gate, we will see a second 

gate. We will wait for the 

first gate to close. The 

employee will go over the 

rules and then open the 

second gate. We will use 

our walking feet to enter 

the Petting Zoo.  



Sometimes we will see pigs or llamas on the other 

side of the fence, but they are not for petting. We 

will stay in the Petting Zoo area. We will NOT reach 

across the fence. If a goat decides to go on the other 

side of the fence, we can visit another animal in the 

Petting Zoo.  



Inside the Petting Zoo 

there is a bucket of 

brushes. We can use 

these to brush the goats. 

Sometimes we will have 

to wait our turn, but that 

is okay. We can pet the 

goats while we wait. 



We will use our hands to gently pet the 

goats on their backs. If we don’t want 

to pet them, we don’t have to. We can 

watch the goats instead.  

If we have a brush, we can gently comb the 

goats from their head towards their tail. We 

will take our turn and remember to share 

with others.  



When we are finished 

petting the goats, we 

will go to the gate with 

the “exit” sign. Just 

like the entrance, 

there are two gates. 

We will wait to open 

the second gate until 

the first gate is closed.  



We will wash our hands at the handwashing station 

and continue our day at ZooTampa at Lowry Park. If 

we want to feed the goats, we can feed from outside 

the Petting Zoo.  



Feeding the Goats 
The goat feeding area is on the outside of the 

Petting Zoo fence. We will see a goat food 

dispenser. This costs extra money. Maybe we will 

feed the goats today. Maybe we will feed the goats 

another day. 



We will place two quarters in the slots and turn the 

knob to get the goat food. Goat food will come out the 

bottom of the machine. It is dry and has a smell to it. 



We will hold the goat food flat in our hands. The goats 

will place their heads through the fence. They will eat 

from our hands. We will feel their tongue picking up 

the food. 



Sometimes we will have more 

than one goat come over to us 

for food. That is okay. If we get 

nervous we can take a step 

back. When we are finished, 

our hands will be dirty. We 

can go wash them. 



We will wash our hands at the 

handwashing station and continue our 

day at ZooTampa at Lowry Park.   



ZooTampa at Lowry Park has teamed up with the Center For Autism & 

Related Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide support and 

assistance with the goal of optimizing the potential of people with autism 

and related disabilities. Please utilize the resources provided to properly plan 

for your visit to ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



Visiting

wallaby

walkabout



 

Sensory Key 
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see 

this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

 

 There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear 

headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

  

 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth 

if I do not want to.  

  

 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose 

with something that smells good. 

   

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable 

touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to.  
  



Wallaby Walkabout is in Wallaroo 

Station. We can get there by following 

the map and signs. In Wallaby 

Walkabout, we will get to see the 

wallabies.  

We are going to visit 

Wallaby Walkabout 



When we get to Wallaby 

Walkabout, we will go to 

the door with the 

“entrance” sign on it. 

There will be an employee 

there to help us. They will 

tell us if we can open the 

door or if we have to wait.  



When we open the door, 

we will see a second 

door. We can only have 

one door open at a time. 

This keeps the wallabies 

safe in their habitat. We 

will wait for the first door 

to close before we open 

the second door.  



We will turn right on the path. There may be wallabies on the path. This is 

okay. We will use our eyes to look and wait for the wallabies to cross. I will 

keep my hands to myself. I will not touch the wallabies.  

The wallabies won’t 

hurt me. They might 

make surprising 

movements, but it 

will be okay.  



The wallabies could be in 

any part of their habitat. 

Some�mes they will be 

hiding and other �mes they 

will be out in the open. The 

wallabies are free to move 

around their habitat. If I see 

them move and get 

nervous, I can always take a 

step back.  



I can stop and watch the wallabies.  



When we are finished 

looking at the wallabies, 

we will walk to the door 

with the “exit” sign on it. 

There will be an 

employee there to help 

us. They will tell us if we 

can open the door or if 

we have to wait.  



When we open the door, 

we will see a second 

door. We can only have 

one door open at a �me. 

This keeps the wallabies 

safe in their habitat. We 

will wait for the first door 

to close before we open 

the second door. We will 

con�nue our visit at 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



ZooTampa at Lowry Park has teamed up with the Center For Autism & Related 

Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide support and assistance 

with the goal of optimizing the potential of people with autism and related 

disabilities. Please utilize the resources provided to properly plan for your visit to 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 



Aldabra

Tortoise

Encounter



Sensory Key 
There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places where I see 

this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

 

 There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see this. I can wear 

headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

  

 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put anything in my mouth 

if I do not want to.  

  

 

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or cover my nose 

with something that smells good. 

   

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel uncomfortable 

touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I do not want to.  

  



We are going to the Aldabra Tortoise 

Encounter. 

The Aldabra tortoise habitat is 

in Safari Africa. We can get 

there by following the map and 

signs.   



Giant Tortoise Talk 

Before we can go into the 

tortoise habitat, there will 

be a talk about giant 

tortoises. I will use my 

listening ears to learn 

about the animals. If I have 

questions, I can raise my 

hand after the talk. 



When the talk is finished, an employee will 

be selling tickets. We will pay for a ticket if 

we did not purchase a ticket before we 

came.  



When it is time to begin, we will go 

to the gate. An employee will check 

our name off and unlock the gate 

for us. I will follow the sidewalk 

back to the habitat entrance. I 

might see animals on the other 

side of the fence and want to go 

look, but I need to stay on the 

sidewalk. 



We will meet an animal 

care employee at the 

habitat entrance. Here, 

the animal care 

employee will go over 

the rules and answer any 

questions we have. 

Sometimes there is a 

line and we need to wait 

our turn. That’s okay. We 

will all get a chance to 

meet the Aldabra 

tortoises. 

The animal care employee 

will tell us when we can 

enter the habitat and 

show us which tortoise we 

will be meeting. I will use 

my walking feet to go to 

the tortoise.  



If I would like, I CAN gently touch the tortoises on their 

neck, shell, or legs. The animal care employee will be 

nearby to answer any questions I have.  



I will NOT touch the 

tortoise’s  

eyes,  

nose, 

or mouth.  



Sometimes the tortoises are in the water, eating, or resting. I 

will NOT touch these tortoises. That’s okay. I can touch the 

other tortoises. 



The tortoises are free to walk around. If a tortoise makes me nervous, I 

can always take a step back. When a tortoise is walking, I will make sure 

my feet are not in the way.  



After I am finished meeting the tortoises, I will 

exit the habitat and wash my hands. There is a 

handwashing station outside of the habitat. 



We will then follow the 

sidewalk to the exit and 

con�nue our visit at ZooTampa 

at Lowry Park. 



ZooTampa at Lowry Park has teamed up with the Center For Autism & Related 

Disabilities at the University of South Florida to provide support and assistance 

with the goal of optimizing the potential of people with autism and related 

disabilities. Please utilize the resources provided to properly plan for your visit to 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park. 


